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One year after the publication of the first call for applications that invited talented students of 2 19)Y nationalit "'-"'*F'- I for part,rcrpat,ron ¥
In the course, the, first AstroMundus course edrtlon started In September 2010. A total of 19 students w o In AstroMundus

Edition 1. All of them received scholarships fully funded by the Erasmus Mundus programme 0 op 1’"1" "u: T
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AstroMundus Edition 2 started in September 2011,and counted 10 participant students, all of W Viut
* scholarships. Further, the Erasmus Munhdus programme provided a number of grants ft . undu
. to enrlch the programme through scholar .exchanges within the Congortium and £ | eX _ untries' tc

give specialised, dedicated lectures as part of the curriculum of the Master cours
.
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AstroMundus Edition 1 — The first Welcome Reception at the “Cilaudiana”, University of Innsbruck

" The First AstroMundps &et

One of the most Important events of each course editic
annual AstroMundus Retreat, when all enrolled
‘programme committees and a num f lec
researchers from all partner Institutio ther
.meeting at one of the Consortium locations.
AstroMundus Retreat was hosted by the Universi
the Astrophysical Observatory of Asiago in !'
end of the second semester of the first C
occasion, students .attended presentatior
topics given by members of all Consorti
they had,a supervised data analysrs
they split in small groups, each one wa
+ short project. The Retreat ended with tf
of the results they obtarned IN these short
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i *ﬁ T h e second Astro Mu nd us R etreat, |
B ey o7 LT TS D R SIC A Observatory was
gr the first time, two s!uden orts ¢
one location and share their and experie
programme Editian 2 students Id ENjOoy a Supe
=7 analysis hands-on session similar to the. prevrou cohort
e . were presented with potential thésis topics. The first'set ¢ =
.+ tlose to completion - AstroMunduys Master.thesis projects was"
. presented by Editien 1 stude'nts to their. peers ‘and to the
Consortium staff. All participants were |mpressed A
qual‘ity of the work presented by the students. ==

S d@[_i,ngthé‘gsec’ond programme R ctred

At the endgf "Edition 1, a commltte f three astrophysics

professors evaluate aI.I Master theses, wrthﬂ\the goa-l of
selecting the.best thesis of the course edition. . J
The prize for the Best Master Thesis of Edition 1 was awarded i
to Payaswini 8aikia for her thesis “The UV and optical spectral
properties of a sample of broad line AGNS”, jointly superV|sed
by Prof. L. Popovrc University of Belgrade, and Prof W.
K*tschn nrversrty of GOttingen. :
After retur to India for an internship, Payaswini obtained a
PhD position at the Radboud . University, Nijmegen, The
Netherlands and |§ currently a post-doctoral researcher at
-New York Unrversrty IN Abu Dhabi, Unrted Arab Emirates
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' AstroMundus Edition 1 students on graddation day at the Udni'\%rsit'yj of Belgrade
. - -
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+ AstroMuh Retreat 2013 - Obergurgl University Center
- Edition 2 thesis presentations and Best Master Thesis award
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AstroMundus Edition 2 students presenting their Master thesis projects dugng the great'2'013iat the Obergurgl University Center, University of Innsbruck

The AstroMundus Retreat 2013 took place in a new location, the Obergurgl.

University Center (University ‘of Innsbruek) on the Austrian Alps. It saw the -

participation of Edition 2 and Edition 3 students, as well as staff members "of all

As?ol\/lundus partners. Edition .2 ‘students gave ‘poster presentation of their

T ongoing Master thesis projects @d discussed them with the staff and with the new

== g == Cohort of students. Their theses spanned a wide range of to prcs iIncluding
g ﬂl * = observations, numerical simulations and theoretical astrophysics, ranging from the |
i el e == effects of the Sun on Earth’s atmosphere, through the habitability of exoplanets,
= the' ity of solar -type stars, particle physics and. cosmology, RAM- -pressure
Strip n galaxres to the &pplication of adaptive optics to large telescopes. The

AstroMundus prize for the Best Master -Thesis of Edition 2 was.awarded to

Gerardo Martinez Aviles. His thesis “On the Evolution of Galactic Habitability” was

jointly supervised by Dr. Vuketi¢ (University of Belgrade) and Prof.* Schindler

Vol et ..., (University of Innsbruck). After a period in Mexico, +his home country, Gerardo
TR ~ moved to the University of Nice, France, as a PhD student within an Erasmus
Mundus Joint Doctorate programme.

Background.image: Star cluster RCW 38. Credit: ESO/K. Wzic
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This project is co-funded by.the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union. This poster reflects the views only offthe authors and the European Commnjssion cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the informatiop contained thefein.
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